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assurance born of German rationalism the writer resolves Eden, the fall, the six 
days, and almost everything else in that most sober and literal of narratives into 
myth, allegory, and concludes as "the result of sober and reverent criticism" that 
the narrative of God's meeting and converse with Abraham is a Hebrew Idyl. The 
mistakes of theologians of the orthodox school figure largely in this book. It may 
be that to other eyes than the writer's, the baseless assumptions and vagaries of 
an irreverent criticism stand out quite as clearly. The book may serve its pur- 
pose in presenting, in a most fascinating style, theories of what the Hebrew tradi- 
tions aught to teach according to the opinion of an idealistic philosopher. The 
last chapter, which develops the idea that the great teaching of the Hebrew race 
to the world was the importance of the inner life, exhibits the author at his best, 
who in the treatment of historical facts and statements seems to be lacking in the 
homely virtue of common-sense. 



HEROES OF HEBREW HISTORY.* 

The perennial beauty and freshness of this series of sketches is our excuse for 
bringing it to the attention of readers. They are not critical or deeply learned but 
designedly popular in matter and style. They were written for Good Words, and 
have been since published in book form, of which this volume is a new edition. 
Ministers who are anxious to obtain a model in homiletic treatment of Old Test- 
ament characters would do well to possess themselves of this volume. Bishop 
Wilberforce always wrote and spoke with great eloquence, but the union of 
beauty, strength and sweetness in these biographical discourses gives them a 
peculiar charm. He invests old and well-known scenes and characters with a new 
interest by the power of sympathy with both their surroundings and their 
thoughts and feelings 

The first sketch is that of Abraham, and the last deals with Elisha. It is speci- 
ally instructive to notice how careful and extended knowledge of antiquities and 
acquaintance with the latest views concerning the subjects of his discourse are so 
intimately woven into the narrative, and the whole lighted up with a glow of gen- 
uine eloquence and spiritual fervor, that the reader is instructed while charmed' 
and elevated and stimulated while carried along unweariedly by the sustained 
vigor of the style. An abstract of the volume would be impossible. 
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The Bihliotliecu Sacraf in its January number contains two articles which come 
within the scope of our review. Professor Curtiss presents the first of a series of 
■"Sketches of Pentateuch Criticism." Our sympathies are at once interested by 
the following sentences from his introduction : "Not all can pursue these studies. 



* Heroes of Hebrew History. By the late Samoei, Wilberforce, D. D. New Edition. London, 
ISn; Doldy.Iabisterd: Co.; Hew Yori: Seribner and Welford. 7x5. Pp.368. 

+ The Bibltotheca Sacra. Editors: G. F. Wright, Judson Smith, W. G. Ballentine. Vol. XLI. 
Jan. 3884. Oberlin, Ohio: B. J. Goodrich. $3.00 per year. 

1. Sketches of Pentateuch Criticism, by Bev. S. Ives Curtiss, D. D. 

4. Proposed Beconstruction of the Pentateuch: Deuteronomy and the Belated Codes, by Prof. 
Edwin C. Bissell, D. D. 
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There is but one class of theologians wlio can, and they are the professors of Old 
Testament Theology in our various seminaries. In this work they need the sym- 
pathy and prayers of all their ministerial brethren. The position which they hold 
in this country is not only one of solemn responsibility to Christ, but also of posi- 
tive peril to themselves, should the results of their investigation not seem to be in 
accord with the various standards received by different denominations." 

Prof. Curtiss has for six years been collecting the material for an historical 
study of Old Testament Criticism. The first article deals with The Foreshadow- 
ings of a Critical Tendency among Heretics, Heathen, Jews and Christians, and 
introduces us to the First Period (1650-1800). The names and theories noted are- 
the destructive critics, Hobbes, Peyrere and Spinoza, whose objections are all 
presented at length- The constructive critics will have their turn in the next 
article. One thing is remarkable — how familiar these objections are. They are 
the same which are insisted upon to-day by the critics. This series promises to- 
be deeply interesting. 

The series of articles upon the " Proposed Keconstruction of the Pentateuch," 
by Prof. Bissell, is closed in the same number by a comparison of Deuteronomy 
and the Belated Codes. In such a comparison the critics claim to find support f oi* 
their theory of the late origin of the code of the middle books of the Pentateuch. 
Prof. Bissell in his detailed comparison of the various laws, arrives at a precisely 
opposite conclusion, and shows that " if there are some laws in the middle books of 
such a nature that it would be impossible to determine, if taken simply by them- 
selves, whether they chronologically preceded or followed Deuteronomy, the num- 
ber is exceedingly small. A very large proportion of them, according to all fair 
rules of internal evidence, and tested by these only, appear as fixed, original 
sources.'' If the case has been made out, it will be of great value in settling th& 
worth of the, new ultra-critical hypothesis. 

Since the time when Prof. Patton closed so emphatically the series of articles in 
the Presbyterian Beview* upon the Higher Criticism with his dogmatico-theological 
polemic, that Journal has failed to produce anything more upon the subject. In 
the January number appears — amusingly enough — a sharp review of Dr. Briggs' 
Biblical Study, — himself an editor, taken to task by a brother-editor, Dr. Cham- 
bers. While commending the book as fresh and vigorous, he charges it with 
" sheer assertions," novel, revolutionary and groundless principles, a theory of 
inspiration which would result in a " mutilated or vacillating Bible," and asserts 
that the difference, of which Dr. Briggs reminds his readers, between the old 
divines and the modern critics does not exist. Such a criticism in ^uch a place, 
implies more than it reveals. We hope that the Presbyterian Church is not about 
to turn its back upon these great questions or settle them without a full and free 
discussion, merely by an appeal to creeds or to authority of any kind regardless of 
the protests of some of its leading scholars. 



+ The Presbyterian Beview. Managing editors: Charles A. Briggs, Francis L. Patton. As- 
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Jan., 1884. New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co. $3.00 per year. 

Reviews : Brigg-s' Biblical Study, by Talbot W. Chambers. 



